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KEY FACTS

1. The false answers to neoliberalism, advocated by Donald Trump
and others, lead to protectionism, nationalist withdrawal and
xenophobia.
2. Peasant agriculture is under threat, despite the vibrancy of local
alternatives. It must be protected through new multilateral trade
rules for food sovereignty, based on solidarity and cooperation.

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY AS A RESPONSE TO
N AT I O N A L I S M A N D X E N O P H O B I A

F O O D S OV E R E I G N T Y M U ST B E T R A N S L AT E D I N L AW
THROUGH:

Initially formulated by La Via Campesina around 1996,food sovereignty
is “the right of people, their countries or unions, to define their
agriculture and food policy, without dumping vis-à-vis third countries”
(La Via Campesina, 2003). It “puts those who produce, process and
consume healthy and local food at the heart of our agriculture and
food systems […] instead of the demands of market and transnational
companies …»(Nyéléni Forum, 2007).

1. A new transnational legal order based on “ordered pluralism” (M
Delmas-Marty, 2006):
• a UN Convention on Food Sovereignty recognizing this right for
states and their unions/peoples;
• various trade agreements replacing the Agreement on Agriculture
(AoA);
• new accountability mechanisms for these agreements.

1. Food sovereignty is not an agenda of withdrawal: it is a democratic
requirement and an expression of international solidarity.

These new agreements must build on the principle of “shared but
differentiated responsibilities” enshrined in the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to translate food sovereignty
into rules that respond to and respect the diversity of national
situations, and enable countries to take derogatory measures, such
as protection against import surges.

2. Food sovereignty calls for a rebalancing between international trade
and relocalized food systems.
3. It provides a framework for prioritizing agroecology, health and
nutrition, the protection of the environment and sustainable access
to resources.

3. The forthcoming adoption of a UN Declaration on the Rights of
Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas (Claeys, 2015)
and recent advances at the Committee on World Food Security
(CFS), notably in relation to connecting smallholders to markets,
lay the ground for food sovereignty.

C át e d r a U N E S C O so b r e d e sa r r o l lo
S ost e n i b l e y E d uc ac i ó n A m b i e n ta l d e l a
U PV/ E H U

Neoliberal Paradigm

Food Sovereignty Paradigm

Foundational
principle

Economic growth and « free » markets are
supposed to ensure food security and development

Food sovereignty is key to future of the peasantry, realizing human rights and protecting
the planet

Food system design

Grounded in the WTO Agreement on Agriculture (1994) and other « free » trade
agreements, dominated by the agribusiness industry and a few countries, based
on competition and specialization, it supports capitalist and productivist agriculture

Network/Web of local, national, regional/territorial markets, based on solidarity and internal and external cooperation, relying on peasant agriculture and agroecology

(Based on M. Buisson 2013)
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2. National/regional policies: regulation of markets, protection
against dumping, phasing out of industrial agriculture and intensive
livestock farming, support for modes of production that have positive
environmental and social impacts, … (Choplin, 2017)
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